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Established on November 13th 1925, the Earthquake Re-
search Institute (ERI), took over the research project which
had been run by the government at the time. For over thirty
years, the research activities had contributed to the develop-
ment of the seismology in Japan. In June 1928, it officially be-
came an institute of Tokyo Imperial University..

After World War II, the institute was re-established as one
of the research institutes of the University of Tokyo. Follow-
ing the nation- wide cooperative Earthquake Prediction Pro-
gram that started in 1965 and the Volcanic Eruption Predic-
tion Program in 1974, ERI played a core role in bearing the
heaviest responsibilities for their implementation, as well as
serving as the central institute for fundamental geophysical
researches in Japan.

In the last few decades, various cooperative studies, such
as seismic observations in several inland areas, seismic and
geophysical observations in the ocean, application of Global
Positioning System (GPS), seismic observations by a network
covering the whole of the western Pacific under the POSEI-
DON Project, and experiments on volcanic structure and
magma supply system, have been planned and conducted as
joint researches among the universities and institutes in Ja-
pan. To promote these projects further, ERI was re-orga-
nized in 1994 as a shared institute of the University. The re-
organized ERI consisted of four divisions, five centers, and
two observatories providing positions for visiting professors,
and formulating the system for cooperative studies.

In April 1997, the Ocean Hemisphere Research Center was
established to develop and operate a global multidisciplinary
network in the Pacific hemisphere consisting of seismic, geo-
electromagnetic, and geodetic observations.

With the completion of the new base-isolated building
(Building 1) in 2006, followed by the anti-seismic reinforce-
ment of the old building (Building 2), ERI's capacity to re-
spond to large earthquakes in Tokyo has increased

In 2009, the Coordination Center for Prediction Research of
Earthquakes and Volcanic Eruptions was established to pro-
mote collaboration of researches of earthquake predictions
and volcanic eruptions.

In 2010, 85 years after the foundation, ERI was re-organized
as a joint usage/research center of Japanese universities for
earthquake and volcano researches with four research divi-
sions and seven centers. The new organization will enable
ERI to provide flexible frame-work for diverse and multi-dis-
ciplinary observational solid earth sciences.

In 2012, Research Center for Large-Scale Earthquake, Tsu-
nami and Disaster was established in order to construct the
theory and develop the method of advanced numerical analy-
sis for conducting the research on forecasting large-scale
earthquake and tsunami.



