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1998 Dense Seismic Refraction/Wide-Angle Experiment
in the Eastern Flank of the Ou Backbone Range, North-
ern Honshu, Japan

The Research Group for Explosion Seismology

Abstract

In 1997 and 1998, intensive wide-angle seismic experiments were carried out in the northern part
of Honshu Island, Japan to clarify various scale crustal deformation ongoing in the northern Hon-
shu arc. The 1998 experiment was intended to reveal the crustal scale structural heterogeneity west
of the western boundary fault of the Kitakami Lowland. In a 20 km X 50 km area, 236 receivers were
deployed to record 13 dynamite shots detonated on August 10. On September 3, M 6.1 event oc-
curred in the vicinity of our study area. To investigate seismic velocity change associated with the
event, another experiment was undertaken on November 8 using an additional dynamite source at
the same place of the northernmost shot point in the August experiment. The data qualities of these
two experiments are good, and first arrivals can be traced in almost the entire part of the experi-
mental area. They show significant travel time change across the western boundary fault of the
Kitakami Lowland. In the NS profile, a remarkable later phase is recognized, which is interpreted as
a wide-angle reflection from midcrustal interface at a depth of 6-7km. This paper presents the
outline of the experiments and fundamental data obtained.

Key words: refraction, fault, crust, Northern Honshu, 1998 seismic experiment

ooon
gr7obooooooobogon

(Fig. 1, 00O -0, 1998; 000000000 -0, 1999;
00 -0, 1999, 2001; Iwasaki et al, 2001). OO, O

oo, booooooooooooobooooboo -ooo
000000000 @o0Oo, 1998; 00 -0, 1998a, b;
oo -0, 1998, 000 -00, 1999; 00000000
0-0, 1999). 00000000, 000000 -00
oob04~0000000boooboboooooboooo
ooooogobpoooboooooooo, oboboo
O-0o0ooocoooooboooobooobooboooo
oooooooooooboooooooo.
gobooobooobooog, bo1997b 1000
ogooooooooooooobobobooboobooobooo
oooobOoboooobooooobooobocoobooono

O00U0o00000o0o0o0oooooo-0ooooo
dododdoooooooooooooooog, oo
O0000o0o0oooooo (o -0, 1999; Sato et
al., 2002a, b).

1998000, D00000oooooooooooo
go000oO0ooOoooooo (Fig.2). DOoOoOoooOooOo
O000o0o0oU00oooU00o-—-0o0ooooooooo
dododooooooo, ooooo, ooooooo
O00doooooooooooooo 100kg, 1000
gobDoooDOo0ooo0oOoOoOoOooooooon (Fig. 2,
OO -0, 1998b). OOOO0OO, 8000000000

*e-mail: iwasaki@eri.u-tokyo.ac.jp (F113-0032 00000000 1-1-1

ooooooooo)



goooooooo-—-o

400

390

Fig. 1. Location map of the 1997 and 1998 seismic refraction experiments.Fig. 1. The profile line
in 1997 is 150.9 km in length extending in the E-W direction. Another refraction line undertaken
in 1990 (Iwasaki et al., 1994; RGES, 1999) is also shown. Shots and receivers are shown by stars
and circles, respectively. A red rectangle indifaes the area of the 1998 experiment.
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Fig. 2. Location map of the 1998 seismic experiment. The
experimental area is located west of the western bound-
ary fault of the Kitakami lowland. Shot points are indi-
cated by stars. Receiver points are shown by circles. Blue
and pink circles indicate 1-component (vertical component)
and 3-component observations, respectively.
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Table 1. Shot time, location and charge size of 1998 seismic expedition.

Shot Location (Tokyo97) Height (m)  Date Shot time Charge (kg)
Latitude Longitude
M-1 39-30-10.79  141-04-40.21 206 Aug.10  02h02m02.613s 100
M-2 39-31-07.67  140-55-49.58 396 Aug.10  03h12m04.435s 100
M-3 39-33-46.38  141-04-00.50 258 Aug.10  05h01mb8.728s 100
M-4 39-35-23.79  140-58-57.79 407  Aug.10  04h17m04.791s 100
M-5 39-20-05.63  140-53-46.54 222 Aug.10  00h22m05.795s 100
M-6 39-27-51.50  140-55-52.48 379  Aug.10  00h02m14.979s 100
M-7 39-39-23.01 141-02-30.63 405 Aug.10  05h12m03.482s 100
M-8 39-39-23.62  140-54-58.56 255 Aug.10  02h22m08.370s 100
M-9 39-35-29.84 140-51-56.13 315  Aug.10  04h47m04.196s 100
M-10  39-44-43.47 140-52-55.87 662 Aug.10  00h52m08.034s 100
S-1 39-31-04.75  140-55-50.70 390 Aug.10  02h52m05.599s 50
S-2 39-31-02.82  140-56-10.08 420  Aug.10  01h42m03.148s 50
S-3 39-31-02.12 140-56-27.15 456  Aug.10  01h12m08.900s 50
M-10R  39-44-44.41 140-52-56.20 662 Nov.02  00h02m03.342s 100
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Fig. 3. Record sections. The reduction velocity is taken to be 6.0 km/s. Horizontal axis is a trace number
given in Table 2. (a). M-1. (b). M-2. (c). M-3. (d). M-4. (e). M-5. (f). M-6. (g). M-7. (h). M-8. (i). M-9. (j). M-10.

(k). S-1. (I). S-2. (m). S-3. (n). M-10R.
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Fig. 3. (Continued)
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Table 2. Receivers of 1998 seismic expedition.

Receiver Location (Tokyo97) Height (m) Receiver Location (Tokyo97) Height (m)
No. Code Latitute Longitude No. Code Latitute Longitude

1 101 39-44-24.43 140-53-11.50 617 56 156% 39-29-33.28 140-56-18.80 317
2 102 39-44-09.95 140-53-23.20 578 57 157% 39-29-23.02 140-56-32.49 300
3 103%* 39-43-52.82 140-53-09.26 502 58 158% 39-28-57.60 140-56-46.39 302
4 104 39-43-42.39 140-53-19.01 475 59 159% 39-28-39.49 140-56-35.50 340
5 105% 39-43-24.06 140-53-37.18 412 60 160%* 39-28-29.76 140-56-31.61 349
6 106% 39-43-07.34 140-53-55.78 432 61 161%* 39-28-09.45 140-56-17.19 360
7 107%* 39-42-46.22 140-54—-08.35 406 62 203 39-27-26.00 140-52-49.19 547
8 108%* 39-42-35.24 140-54-16.31 390 63 204 39-27-12.93 140-52-54.94 555
9 109% 39-42-16.60 140-54-21.67 385 64 205 39-26-52.83 140-52-56.43 535
10 110% 39-42-03.38 140-54-25.71 390 65 206 39-26-41.03 140-53-06.80 560
11 111% 39-41-50.32 140-54-30.08 390 66 207 39-26-25.54 140-53-10.22 570
12 112% 39-41-36.91 140-54-04.10 280 67 208 39-26-06.44 140-53-33.51 510
13 113% 39-41-15.03 140-54-09.84 260 68 209 39-25-48.76 140-53-38.79 470
14 114% 39-40-53.82 140-54-57.47 220 69 210 39-25-26.10 140-53-35.76 460
15 115% 39-40-37.71 140-55-22.06 225 70 211 39-25-17.74 140-53-23.65 460
16 116% 39-40-20.02 140-55-51.98 224 71 212 39-24-58.45 140-53-20.95 440
17 117% 39-40-09.01 140-56—-04.66 228 72 213 39-24-42.96 140-53-36.48 420
18 118% 39-39-49.08 140-55-49.75 240 73 214 39-24-28.95 140-53-42.83 440
19 119% 39-39-33.84 140-55-12.86 245 74 215 39-24-10.20 140-53-45.02 390
20 120% 39-39-02.52 140-55-11.66 280 75 216 39-23-54.74 140-53-36.68 390
21 121%* 39-38-44.64 140-55-15.63 295 76 217 39-23-38.58 140-53-39.75 370
22 122% 39-38-31.14 140-55-30.19 275 77 218 39-23-20.73 140-53-41.43 350
23 123% 39-38-03.39 140-55-33.81 230 78 219 39-23-12.51 140-53-22.76 320
24 124% 39-37-54.35 140-55-20.78 242 79 220 39-22-51.57 140-53-25.74 304
25 125% 39-37-46.43 140-55-15.03 250 80 221 39-22-34.38 140-53-12.67 305
26 126% 39-37-31.03 140-54-59.75 240 81 222 39-22-10.95 140-52-59.39 280
27 127 39-37-15.38 140-55—-00.83 245 82 223 39-21-56.71 140-53-11.07 290
28 128% 39-37-02.87 140-54-42.58 250 83 224 39-21-43.41 140-53-19.00 290
29 129% 39-36-52.58 140-55-04.25 290 84 225 39-21-27.42 140-53-28.55 260
30 130% 39-36-39.66 140-55-27.75 380 85 226 39-21-11.92 140-53-30.48 255
31 131 39-36-20.39 140-55-22.23 320 86 227 39-20-55.48 140-53-29.56 260
32 132% 39-36-01.75 140-55-33.84 270 87 228 39-20-39.22 140-53-34.20 270
33 133% 39-35-47.53 140-55-26.35 250 88 229 39-20-18.86 140-53-36.25 266
34 134% 39-35-30.30 140-55-20.16 250 89 301 39-39-31.05 141-02-19.33 350
35 135% 39-35-08.77 140-55-09.03 275 90 302 39-39-36.05 141-01-57.15 290
36 136% 39-34-54.51 140-54-48.77 290 91 303 39-39-52.55 141-01-34.70 240
37 137%* 39-34-37.90 140-54-48.56 290 92 304 39-40-12.56 141-01-26.20 210
38 138% 39-34-25.42 140-54-48.52 300 93 305 39-40-17.27 141-01-11.45 180
39 139% 39-34-09.06 140-55-02.26 302 94 306 39-40-13.08 141-00-55.87 180
40 140% 39-33-49.39 140-55-14.25 350 95 307 39-40-01.46 141-00-37.70 190
41 141% 39-33-34.77 140-55-16.69 324 96 308 39-39-52.56 141-00-16.20 185
42 142% 39-33-14.88 140-55-12.95 330 97 309 39-39-41.03 141-00-04.40 185
43 143% 39-33-06.77 140-55-27.05 370 98 310 39-39-29.50 140-59-46.47 185
44 144% 39-32-54.54 140-55-54.18 380 99 311 39-39-37.15 140-59-15.17 185
45 145% 39-32-37.15 140-56-04.63 400 100 312 39-39-36.63 140-58-48.61 190
46 146% 39-32-23.14 140-56-31.19 448 101 313 39-39-39.08 140-58-18.55 190
47 147% 39-31-56.89 140-56-16.63 470 102 314 39-39-27.81 140-58-02.02 190
48 148% 39-31-43.85 140-55-55.83 430 103 315 39-39-20.95 140-57-43.18 195
49 149% 39-31-30.70 140-55-37.12 410 104 316 39-39-03.86 140-57-37.64 200
50 150% 39-31-09.47 140-55-30.31 390 105 317 39-38-45.82 140-57-31.02 200
51 151%* 39-30-49.28 140-55-23.84 370 106 318 39-38-40.91 140-57-05.00 204
52 152% 39-30-34.12 140-55-24.80 354 107 319 39-38-28.49 140-56-47.93 205
53 153% 39-30-20.06 140-55-27.98 358 108 320 39-38-17.39 140-56-37.00 219
54 154% 39-30-07.34 140-55-47.96 331 109 321 39-38-18.98 140-56-06.30 221
55 155% 39-29-50.83 140-56-05.25 321 110 322 39-38-12.97 140-55-52.73 222
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Table 2. (Continued)
Receiver Location (Tokyo97) Height (m) Receiver Location (Tokyo97) Height (m)
No. Code Latitute Longitude No. Code Latitute Longitude

111 323 39-36-55.81 140-54-17.55 260 166 509 39-36-57.10 140-58-53.65 300
112 324 39-36-47.63 140-54-02.08 265 167 510 39-36-40.48 140-58-48.55 315
113 325 39-36-42.94 140-53-46.02 300 168 511 39-36-25.26 140-58-48.23 320
114 326 39-36-36.68 140-53-24.97 300 169 512 39-36-06.55 140-58-50.79 350
115 327 39-36-29.97 140-53-02.53 290 170 513 39-35-55.25 140-58-54.97 370
116 328 39-36-21.50 140-52-45.48 285 171 514 39-35-36.69 140-59-03.73 390
117 329 39-36-12.30 140-52-27.10 292 172 601 39-37-05.16 141-05-20.91 233
118 330 39-35-53.95 140-52-15.00 303 173 602 39-36-57.75 141-04-59.15 255
119 331 39-35-38.60 140-52-09.75 305 174 603 39-36-53.91 141-04-40.56 288
120 401 39-39-26.01 141-03-36.48 400 175 604 39-36-46.81 141-04-23.13 320
121 402 39-39-45.34 141-03-38.24 335 176 605 39-36-46.25 141-03-58.88 392
122 403 39-40-04.37 141-03-34.50 285 177 606 39-36-59.11 141-03-39.27 580
123 404 39-40-17.07 141-03-43.33 217 178 607 39-36-55.67 141-03-21.22 597
124 405 39-40-33.05 141-03-59.58 179 179 608 39-36-57.75 141-02-58.22 550
125 406 39-40-45.87 141-04-15.35 148 180 609 39-36-52.61 141-02-36.23 482
126 407 39-40-41.66 141-04-39.51 140 181 610 39-36-47.73 141-02-17.09 420
127 408 39-40-38.93 141-05-05.85 138 182 611 39-36-53.33 141-01-52.62 307
128 409 39-40-23.47 141-05-10.43 149 183 612 39-36-57.89 141-01-30.95 290
129 410 39-40-08.04 141-05-13.85 188 184 613 39-36-56.99 141-01-11.63 268
130 411 39-39-32.43 141-05-13.36 203 185 614 39-37-04.90 141-00-50.24 265
131 412 39-39-05.46 141-05-25.92 195 186 615 39-37-19.87 141-00-49.05 255
132 413 39-38-32.28 141-05-36.88 197 187 616 39-37-37.44 141-00-39.06 235
133 414 39-38-06.12 141-05-43.36 205 188 617 39-37-54.12 141-00-38.34 265
134 415 39-37-21.88 141-05-44.20 192 189 618 39-38-04.01 141-00-10.51 220
135 416 39-36-48.52 141-05-42.76 196 190 619 39-38-29.66 141-00-04.25 200
136 417 39-36-17.43 141-05-41.58 197 191 620 39-38-30.18 140-59-52.14 210
137 418 39-35-43.27 141-05-33.51 207 192 621 39-38-05.49 140-59-39.83 228
138 419 39-35-16.53 141-05-34.21 215 193 622 39-38-05.23 140-59-15.78 235
139 420 39-34-44.21 141-05-25.29 220 194 623 39-38-01.29 140-58-53.26 262
140 421 39-34-18.02 141-05-14.27 205 195 624 39-38-00.22 140-58-36.01 265
141 422 39-33-37.93 141-05-14.80 181 196 625 39-37-59.78 140-58-16.57 240
142 423 39-33-12.34 141-04-38.21 230 197 626 39-37-57.80 140-57-56.44 242
143 424 39-32-45.03 141-04-26.73 290 198 627 39-38-24.36 140-57-37.11 230
144 425 39-32-47.20 141-03-59.87 315 199 628 39-38-28.04 140-57-14.58 200
145 427 39-32-40.22 141-03-23.50 310 200 701 39-35-17.12 140-55-29.27 300
146 428 39-32-46.54 141-03-00.07 310 201 702 39-34-59.31 140-55-42.31 295
147 429 39-32-58.62 141-02-41.59 315 202 703 39-34-49.21 140-55-51.16 300
148 430 39-33-09.88 141-02-18.17 307 203 704 39-34-29.68 140-56-04.97 309
149 431 39-32-58.25 141-01-58.62 308 204 705 39-34-16.46 140-56-04.77 325
150 432 39-33-02.74 141-01-33.05 318 205 706 39-34-03.18 140-56-16.94 350
151 433 39-33-07.14 141-01-13.55 330 206 707 39-33-53.39 140-56-28.41 375
152 434 39-33-16.10 141-00-58.25 340 207 708 39-33-40.22 140-56-50.97 400
153 435 39-33-16.23 141-00-37.50 335 208 709 39-33-23.76 140-56-49.70 430
154 436 39-33-19.92 141-00-17.36 355 209 710 39-33-05.63 140-56-59.32 470
155 437 39-33-27.28 140-59-54.76 379 210 711 39-32-53.31 140-57-13.39 488
156 438 39-33-31.07 140-59-36.74 378 211 712 39-32-47.97 140-57-42.30 565
157 439 39-33-33.41 140-59-16.40 392 212 713 39-33-08.81 140-57-44.45 627
158 501 39-39-25.47 140-59-15.18 197 213 714 39-33-06.92 140-58-04.58 668
159 502 39-39-10.99 140-59-08.92 203 214 715 39-32-47.20 140-58-22.05 657
160 503 39-38-52.79 140-59-07.83 210 215 716 39-32-49.28 140-58-44.94 612
161 504 39-38-33.09 140-59-05.52 240 216 717 39-32-55.25 140-59-08.37 572
162 505 39-38-14.05 140-59-14.15 245 217 718 39-32-49.81 140-59-25.12 460
163 506 39-37-48.82 140-59-09.47 260 218 719 39-32-55.06 140-59-45.09 415
164 507 39-37-33.98 140-59-04.56 275 219 720 39-33-06.53 140-59-54.83 394
165 508 39-37-15.53 140-58-57.90 287 220 801 39-36-41.89 141-00-50.32 280
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Table 2. (Continued)
Receiver Location (Tokyo97) Height (m)
No. Code Latitute Longitude

221 802 39-36-26.41 141-00-44.91 295
222 803 39-36-11.87 141-00-42.94 285
223 804 39-36-02.20 141-00-36.83 300
224 805 39-35-52.35 141-00-48.16 330
225 806 39-35-41.26 141-01-07.51 330
226 807 39-35-37.68 141-01-16.23 335
227 001 39-30-09.19 141-04-43.03 197
228 002 39-31-07.47 140-55-48.19 400
229 003 39-33-45.97 141-03-57.53 265
230 004 39-35-25.74 140-58-58.38 410
231 005 39-20-05.01 140-53-49.40 240
232 006% 39-27-52.09 140-55-53.55 390
233 007 39-39-20.21 141-02-31.92 420
234 008 39-39-23.84 140-54-59.60 257
235 009 39-35-30.11 140-51-55.74 320
236 010% 39-44-44.52 140-52-57.03 655

Asterisk (%) indicates a receiver also deployed to record the
shot M10R in November, 1998.
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Fig. 4. Travel-time plots. The reduction velocity is taken to be 6.0 km/s. The horizontal axis is a trace number
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