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Major eruptions in Japan occurred at Izu-Oshima in 1986, Unzen from 1930 to 1995, and Usu
and Miyakejima in 2000, The worst event among these eruptions was that pyroclastic flows took
forty-four lives at Unzen. The number of refugees during eruptions reached 15,000 and 13,000 in
Unzen and Usu, respectively. Al islanders of lzu-Oshima and Miyakejima (about 12,000 and
3000) were ordered evacuation in 1985 and 2000, respectively. The evacuation lasted for 4
years and & months in the latter case. Crisis management during volcanic eruptions in Japan
largely changed after the big damage from the Kobe Earthquake in 1995; that is, the government
has begun to put in serious effort to tackle crisis management during natural disasters. Although
only the heads of municipalities in Japan can still issue an order or advice on evacuation,
government management has strongly influenced muricipalties. During eruptions at Usu and
Miyake in 2000, volcanologists had a very hard time observing on-going phenomena near the
volcano. This has been seen as the result of crisis over-management, which emphasized not
only saving lives but also protecting and maintaining infrastructure within the evacuated area,
rather than observation and investigation of on-going volcanic phenomena. Another example is
the hazard map of Mount Fuji that was prepared first by the government soon after the first
observation of swarms of low-frequency earthquakes at the end of 2000 and in the next year.
Hazard maps of volcanic eruptions were started by municipalties after the tragic event at Unzen
in 1991
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