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History and Microseismic Epicentral Data of the Hiroshima

Seismological Observatory

Katsumi MIURA*

Abstract

Shiraki Microseismological Observatory has been enlarged and moved to a new location in 1983

during the fourth National 5-year Earthquake Prediction Research Program in order to monitor the
seismic activity in the western part of the Nankai Seismic network. The observatory was reorganized
as Hiroshima Seismological Observatory, Earthquake Observation Center, as a part of the organization
of Earthquake Research Institute. Seismic data at 22 observation sites in Chugoku, Shikoku and
Kyusyu districts are sent now to the observatory by telemetering. This paper outlines the present
observational system of this observatory and describes overall features of seismic activity. The
seismicity clearly shows the subduction of the Phillippine Sea plate underneath Southwest Japan.
Distribution of microearthquakes along several lineaments are also notable in western Chugoku
district, but the source of this localized microseismic distribution is unknown at present because the

lineaments do not coincide with active faults.

Key words : Hiroshima Seismological Observatory, Shiraki Microseismological observatory, seismicity of
Chugoku, seismicity of southwest Japan, seismic observation, telemetering of seismic data, Phillippine Sea

plate.
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