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The Earthquake and Volcano Hazards Observation and Research Program (2014-2018)
carried out comprehensive research to mitigate disasters related to earthquakes and volcanic
eruptions. The program selected multidisciplinary research in which earth scientists who study
the processes of earthquake generation and volcanic eruptions, historians, archaeologists,
human and social scientists, and engineers were all involved. The program aimed to collect pre-
instrumental and pre-historical earthquake and volcanic data to understand earthquake and
volcano disasters, to find risk evaluation techniques, and to evaluate disaster response and
preparedness. Active collaborations between researchers from different science fields inspired
new ideas and have driven various research in the program. New findings from the program
have also created international collaborations and recognitions. Most of the results and new
findings in the program have already been published in various internationally recognized
journals and have greatly influenced scientific communities.

We believe that it is important to compile our findings from the last five years of the program
and to publish the essence of our findings and published papers in this special issue. We hope
that this special issue will be of value to researchers who are interested in multidisciplinary
studies of mitigation of disasters such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and related
phenomena.
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