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Research Highlights

Earthquake Disasters
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Fig.1 Intensity of the Metropolitan Seismic Observation
network (MeSO-net).
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Special Project for Reducing Vulnerability in Urban Mega

We have just started the Special Project for Reducing Vul-
nerability in Urban Mega Earthquake Disasters (2012-2016),
which is sponsored by the Japanese Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. This project is com-
posed of three academic disciplines: Earth and physical
sciences, engineering, and human social sciences. It seeks to
(1) clarify the earthquake mechanism of southern Kanto
region and develop evaluation technology for seismic damag-
es in urban areas; (2) develop technology for rapid damage
assessment of high-rise office buildings which may be dam-
aged during earthquakes, and (3) develop strategies to
increase earthquake social resilience.
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Fig.3 Waveforms of earthquake (M3.3, Depth=31 km)
occurring in the middle of Tokyo Metropolitan on 3
Nov., 2012 observed by the MeSO-net.
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Fig.2 Tomographic image and some ray paths under the

Tsukuba-Fujisawa observational line.



