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Greetings from the Director
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Director Prof. Takehiro KOYAGUCHI
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Since its foundation in 1925, the mission of Earthquake Research Institute has been to promote research on
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions and to develop methods for mitigating relevant disasters. This mission requires a
comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of the Earth’s interior which drives these phenomena. To achieve this
goal, we have been promoting multi-disciplinary research of solid earth sciences, integrating field observations,
laboratory experiments and theoretical studies.

In order to develop a new movement in highly advanced solid earth sciences, we must make every endeavor to
extend the frontiers of our research field through active interaction between researchers in and outside our country. In
2010, ERI was re-organized as a joint usage/research center of Japanese universities and strengthened the function as a
core institute of the national research program for prediction of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. Through this new
function, we were able to swiftly organize several joint research projects on the 2011 Kirishima volcanic eruption and
the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake. We also continue to invite foreign visiting researchers to stimulate international
research cooperation.

Faculty members of ERI are deeply involved in the education of graduate students at the University of Tokyo. We
organize substantial educational programs related to solid earth sciences in collaboration with the graduate schools of
the University of Tokyo. Graduate students at ERI also have opportunities to enjoy exciting field and laboratory work
with their supervisors. We are also well aware of the significance of outreach activities that make our scientific and
engineering achievements open to the public.

Through these activities, ERI aspires to become a world-class research organization. We always welcome your
scientific proposals, fair criticisms and any suggestions.
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