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HEZE : The Longmenshan Mountains representing the eastern rim of the vast Tibetan plateau are a long and lofty wall
rising up behind the Sichuan basin. An intense earthquake of Ms=8.0 (Mw=7.9) occurred at14:28:01.42 CST, May
12102008, in the Longmenshan mountains, about 80 km west/northwest of the provihcial capital city, Chengdu. After
this earthquake, the internatidn_al seismological and earthquake engineering societics ¢xpressed great deal of
condolences and showed great concern on the related scientific/ engineering issues. With the Grants-in-Aid for
Scientific Research, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan (MEXT hereafter), the
network of Japanese experts in the field of seismology, geology and earthquake engineering planed to organize a team
asking collaboration from experts in Chinese organizations including the China Earthquake Administration (CEA
hereafter) as its core, with the support from Ministry of Science and Technology of China. Japanese nominees and
experts from CEA have come to a firm common understanding that China-Japan joint investigation would contiibute
remarkably to learning lessons from the tragic devastations in a scientific manner and therefore to quick and rational

rehabilitations,
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* Investigation report of the May 12th 2008, Wenchuan earthquake, China X ¥ introduction
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